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SUSTAINABILITY 


BioCycle West Coast Conference, 
San Diego, CA, March 6-8 

Fifty technical sessions and exhibits 
will provide information and net- 
working opportunities for composters 
and recyclers. Topics will include how 
landscapers and farmers are making 
best use of compost, choosing the 
right equipment for processing and 
marketing source separated organics, 
finding ways to reduce costs and avoid 
problems at compost facilities, bioen- 
ergy and bioproducts, benefits from 
recent research projects, and the ef- 
fects of regulatory policies. The third 
day will feature field trips to a com- 
posting site handling 100,000 
tons/year of yard trimmings, landfill 
operation that captures methane, and 
a food residuals composter that col- 
lects from supermarkets, produce ter- 
minals and restaurants. Call (610) 
967-4135, email biocycle@jgpress.com 
or visit www.biocycle.net. 


CONFERENCES 


Year 2000 Conference on Environ- 
mental Innovation, New York, NY, 
March 8-9 

This tenth annual conference will 
explore how innovation in technol- 
ogy and management is delivering ex- 
ceptional environmental and business 
value to all key stakeholders. Partici- 
pants will learn how: Climate change 
factors are driving investments in 
technology development and creating 
new avenues for business expansion; 
Thoughtful management of curporate 
reputation, social responsibility and 
relationships with public stakeholders 
is yielding greater business flexibility, 
strength, and opportunity; Companies 
saddled with enormous remediation 
costs are developing approaches to re- 
coup their investments, strengthening 
their organizations and the communi- 
ties around them, etc. Call (212) 339- 
0345 or visit www.conference-board. 
org/environment.htm. 
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tory, adopted a set of 41 sustainability 
goals and indicators to promote New 
Jersey’s quality of life, directed the De- 
partment of Transportation to create 
2,000 miles of new bicycle and pedes- 
trian trails, and signed environmental 
exchange initiatives with Brazil and 
the Netherlands. 

The meeting between these two 
leaders in sustainability began with An- 
derson stating, by way of introduction, 
“l am a convicted plunderer.” Their 
conversation went on to discuss the 
technological changes and federal and 
state policies necessary to begin to build 
the path toward a sustainable society. 

The result of the meeting was the 
launching of a serious dialogue in the 
New Jersey Treasury Department on 
how to incorporate lifecycle cost 
analysis into state procurement. Rut- 
gers University (New Jersey’s land 
grant college) is leading this effort, ex- 
ploring innovative new procurement 
methods that will maximize the sus- 
tainability of its purchases. 

Following the meeting with the gov- 
ernor, Anderson met with several ex- 
ecutives of leading corporations in 


New Jersey. The result was animated 
discussion about the role of sustain- 
ability in industry. In the wake of this 
conversation, the director of environ- 
mental affairs for the New Jersey Busi- 
ness and Industry Association (the 
NJBIA is one of New Jersey’s leading 
trade organizations — representing over 
16,000 businesses) suggested a meeting 
to investigate the topic further and 
consider whether the NJBIA should 
make sustainability part of its agenda. 
As a result of these meetings, a car- 
pet company, a state bureaucracy, an 
industry trade organization and a uni- 
versity are aiming for, and beginning to 
achieve, extraordinary results. Like the 
evolutionary processes of this planet, 
interactions between the known are 
leading to the unknown. Of all the ac- 
tions that will bring us to the yet undis- 
covered terrain of a sustainable society, 
perhaps the most important, as Ander- 
son stated to Governor Whitman at 
the close of their meeting, “is for the 
good folks to keep getting together on 
the task at hand.” O 


Robert F. Young is executive director of the 
New Jersey Office of Sustainable Busi- 
ness, which is part of the state’s Commerce 
and Economic Growth Commission. 
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